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A DISTINCTIVE COLLEGE-PREPARATORY EXPERIENCE

YSC Academy is an independent college-preparatory school designed for student-athletes
pursuing excellence at the highest levels of their sport while completing a rigorous
academic program.

Founded in 2013 and affiliated with the Philadelphia Union of Major League Soccer, YSC
Academy provides a highly individualized educational environment in which students
balance demanding athletic schedules, travel, competition, and professional opportunities
with serious academic expectations.

Our small classes and close faculty relationships allow students to pursue a customized
academic path while developing the independence to communicate with teachers, advocate
for themselves, manage time and travel, and take increasing ownership of their learning.

Students develop the agility to move effectively between in-person and virtual learning
when soccer travel requires it, adapting to different learning environments while remaining
engaged, responsible, and connected.

MISSION

The mission of YSC Academy is to empower passionate student-athletes to maximize their
academic and athletic potential through innovative practices in the classroom and on the
field. Grounded in respect, honesty, commitment, confidence, and the pursuit of
excellence, our community develops self-directed learners and inspires a lifelong passion
for learning. — YSC Academy prepares students to succeed in environments that demand

independence, intellectual engagement, adaptability, and sustained excellence.



YSC Academy Student Body

Middle School (grades 7-8): 12 students
Upper School (grades 9-12): 74 students
Senior Class: 12 students

Graduation Requirements:
English: 4 credits

Mathematics: 3 credits
Natural Science: 3 credits
Social Science: 3 credits
World Language: 3 credits
| High Performance & Fitness: 4 credits
Financial Literacy: 0.5 credit
Minimum credits required for graduation: 20.5

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

* YSC Academy provides a rigorous, individualized college-preparatory program designed

around the academic and developmental needs of high-performing student-athletes.

e YSC Academy does not rank students. Coursework completed prior to enrollment at YSC Academy
is not listed on the YSC Academy transcript. Dual-enrollment courses and courses completed
through approved online partners while a student is enrolled at YSC Academy may be included on
the transcript.

e Coursework is unweighted and reported on a 4.0 scale. Transcripts include annual and cumulative
GPA calculations.

e YSC Academy academic courses are NCAA approved, including approved courses offered through
our online partners.

e Because of our small enrollment and average class size of eight, faculty know students exceptionally
well and can provide both academic challenge and individualized support.

e The academic program also includes ongoing instruction and support in College Counseling, Mental
Health & Wellness, Performance Skills, and Leadership.

2026-2027 Course Offerings

Math Social Sciences English Science World Language Additional Offerings
Pre-Algebra World History English I Biology Spanish I Dual Enrollment -
Algebra I U.S. History English IT Chemistry Spanish IT Widener University
Geometry U.S. Government & Politics English III Physics Spanish III Mental Health & Wellness
Algebrall AP U.S. Government & Politics English IV Anatomy and Physiology Spanish IV Creative Arts
Precalculus Financial Literacy Creative Writing AP Environmental Science Sports Management
Calculus *AP Coursework

*ADVANCED ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES: Students seeking coursework beyond YSC Academy’s on-site
curriculum may pursue advanced and AP coursework through approved online partners, dual-enrollment
coursework through Widener University, and faculty-supervised independent studies.



UNDERSTANDING THE YSC STUDENT

YSC Academy students often balance a demanding academic program with training, competition, travel, national-team
opportunities, and, in some cases, professional soccer responsibilities. Their schedules require an unusual level of
independence, organization, communication, and adaptability.

Faculty work closely with students to maintain academic continuity during travel and competition, but students remain
responsible for meeting course expectations and demonstrating mastery of their work. As students progress through the
program, they are expected to take increasing responsibility for planning, communicating with teachers, managing
deadlines, and advocating for their academic needs.

The YSC experience is intentionally designed to develop students who can perform at a high level while navigating
complexity, ambiguity, responsibility, and competing demands.

Graduating Class of 2026 Auston Trusty ’16, Mark McKenzie ‘17, Brenden Aaronson ‘19
Members of the 2026 US Men’s FIFA World Cup Team

YSC ACADEMY BY THE NUMBERS

e Founded in 2013

o Average class size: 8

» 86% of graduates who enrolled in college between 2014-2021 earned a bachelor’s degree

» 26% of graduates attend highly selective colleges and universities, defined as those institutions
admitting less than 30% of their applicants

e More than 50% of current students identify as people of color

e 15% of students sign professional contracts during or immediately after high school

» 33% of the Philadelphia Union Professional Team roster (as of Sept. 2026) are YSC Academy
alumni and current students

e 3 YSC Academy graduates played for U.S. Men's National Team in the 2026 FIFA World Cup



COLLEGE MATRICULATIONS
AND PROFESSIONAL PATHWAYS (2015-2026)

Arcadia University
Belmont University
Boston University
Boston College
Brown University

California Polytechnic University-San Luis Obispo (2)

California State University-Bakersfield
Clemson University
College of Charleston
Columbia University
Coastal Carolina University
Cornell University (2)
Dartmouth College (5)
Drexel University
Duke University (3)
Duquesne University (2)
Eastern Gateway Community College
Elon University (2)
Fairfield University
Felician University (2)
Florida International University (2)
Fordham University
Georgetown University
Georgia Southern University
Gettysburg College
Goldy-Beacom College
Grand Canyon University
Harcum College
High Point University (2)

IE University - Spain
Immaculata University
Indiana University (2)
Ithaca College

La Salle University (4) University of Kentucky
Liberty University (3) University of Louisville (3)
Lock Haven University University of Maryland (3)
Loyola University Maryland University of Maryland Baltimore County
Marist College University of Massachusetts-Boston
Mercyhurst University University of Michigan (3)
Michigan State University University of Notre Dame
Montgomery County Community College University of Pennsylvania (2)
North Carolina State University (2) University of Pittsburgh (4)
Northeastern University University of Rochester
Old Dominion University (2) University of South Carolina (2)
Pennsylvania College of Technology University of South Florida (2)
Pennsylvania State University (6) University of Virginia (3)
Post University Villanova University (3)
Princeton University Virginia Tech (4)
Providence College (3) Wake Forest University (6)
Queens University of Charlotte Western Michigan University
Rutgers University (5) West Virginia University
Saint Francis University Widener University
Saint Joseph’s University (4) Williams College
Saint Mary’s College of California (2) Wilmington University
Southern New Hampshire University Xavier University (2)
Southern Methodist University Yale University

Temple University (3)
University of California, Los Angeles
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
United States Naval Academy
Universidad Catolica - Chile
University of Akron (2)
University of Alabama Professional Contracts signed
University of Connecticut in lieu of college soccer: 27
University of Delaware (4)
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